
Unless you repent you will all likewise perish 
As I was reflecting on this great shift in our politics and how gracious and 
merciful God has been to us as a nation, and as I was preparing to write 
this opening article, these words came; Unless you repent you will 
likewise perish. It wasn’t the most positive of messages to hear, 
particularly after feeling the Lord had heard our cries. Yet this was only 
the first part of our prayers. So I turned to Luke 13  to where these 
words are found.  
1 Now on the same occasion there were some present who reported to 
Him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their 
sacrifices. 2 And Jesus said to them, “Do you suppose that these 
Galileans were greater sinners than all other Galileans because they 
suffered this fate? 3 I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will all 
likewise perish. 4 Or do you suppose that those eighteen on whom the 
tower in Siloam fell and killed them were worse culprits than all the men 
who live in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will all 
likewise perish.” 
They had seen disaster fall on others, and some how thought they were 
ok, because it hadn’t happened to them, that maybe they were righteous, 
that God didn’t have a problem with the rest of them. Yet Jesus message 
was clear, repent or judgement is coming to you too. He went on to tell 
them the parable:  
6 And He began telling this parable: “A man had a fig tree which had 
been planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and did 
not find any. 7 And he said to the vineyard-keeper, ‘Behold, for three 
years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree without finding any. 
Cut it down! Why does it even use up the ground?’ 8 And he answered 
and said to him, ‘Let it alone, sir, for this year too, until I dig around it 
and put in fertilizer; 9 and if it bears fruit next year, fine; but if not, cut it 
down.’” 
We know how this parable applies to the Jewish people and Jesus 
ministry amongst them for 3 years. How Jesus fed them and came them 
the opportunity to bare fruit. But as I read these words and considered 
what had taken place over night (written Friday), the strong sense I had 
was this warning from God. Jeremy Corbyn’s Labour Party have been 
utterly routed, the Lord has judged them, for their anti-semitism, for 
their plans on abortion and the LGBT agenda, and for standing in the way 
of Brexit. But unless we repent, unless there is a turning in this nation, 
judgement is coming. I felt these words of the fig tree also were being 
spoken to us as a nation. That many would rightly look at our nation and 
particularly the Church in this nation; seeing its unrighteousness and say 
why does it take up the ground, cut it down, judge it. Who could argue 
with that view? Yet these words about having a few years, where as it 
were, the Lord would give us some better soil, as we leave the EU. The 
Lord has been so gracious to us, up and down the country we have cried 



out to Him, He has heard our cry and I believe held back the Judgement 
we deserve, but He will come looking for the fruit of repentance, He will 
be waiting for us to turn, to heed the warning. Our nation is still divided, 
particularly our precious union. The SNP have made significant gains in 
Scotland, the nationalist also in Northern Ireland. Unless we repent, that 
union will be rent asunder, just as Israel and Judah were torn apart. 
Where does judgement begin? At the household of God. God is not 
looking for fruit from our nation, He is looking for the fruit of repentance 
in His Church. We can and should rejoice and give thanks that God’s hand 
of Judgement has been stayed for the moment; but time is short and 
judgement waits for us, if we do not turn from our wicked way. Even to 
the relatively good Church of Ephesus, who were seeking to stand for the 
truth, Jesus had this to say to them:  
Rev 2v4 But I have this against you, that you have left your first love. 
5 Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do 
the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove 
your lampstand out of its place—unless you repent. 
Let us first get our own house in order, and then pray with added earnest, 
for a turning in the Church at large, that even the nation may turn too. 


