
the men of Shechem" because Abimelech murdered seventy of his broth-
ers with the support of the inhabitants of Shechem. In 2 Chronicles 18:22,
we see how God put a deceiving spirit in the mouths of the prophets in or-
der to allure Ahab to go into battle and perish in the war. These were all
acts of God's judgement. It ought to be obvious to anyone that when God
is using evil spirits to bring judgement upon an individual, town, or nation,
that we cannot rush in and rebuke, or bind the enemy. Inevitably, this
means that we must first acknowledge the sin, and plead for God's mercy
before we can rebuke the enemy. It is only when heaven signals that the
judgement has been revoked, and only as we see heaven is binding the
enemy that we can bind him. If we rebuke the enemy without heaven's
authority, we shall be resisting the purpose of God!

This brings me to the final point that I would like to make. In these days,
there seems to be so much emphasis upon our ability as Christians. We
seem to think that all we have to do is locate some territorial spirit (which
is not a Scriptural phrase) and then rebuke the enemy, or declare some
area a demon-free zone! We talk of taking cities, or nations for Christ, but
Jesus said, "Without Me, you can do nothing." We seem to have forgot-
ten that! 2 Chronicles 7:14 reminds us that "lf My people who are called
by My name humble themselves and pray, and seek my face and turn
from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, [I] will forgive, and [I]
will heal their land. "

The initiative lies with God every time. It is God who acts in response to
our petitions. We are putting too much emphasis on our ability, whereas
we can only act as heaven directs. God must first bind before we can do
so, and yet God looks for us to be co-workers with Him, and He awaits our
petitions before He will act. When heaven grants us authority, then we
can exercise it even over principalities and powers, but it is heaven that
gives the orders!
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UNDERSTANDING BINDING & LOOSING

"I give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatever
you shall bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven, and
whatever you shall loose on earth shall have been loosed in
heaven." Matthew 16:19 NASV

A great deal of discussion has taken place on the above verse regarding
spiritual warfare. The context of this verse is Peter's confession of Jesus
as being the Son of the living God. In view of this recognition, Jesus
makes this statement in which He confers on Peter a measure of author-
ity. Clearly, it is not a matter of papal authority for no such evidence can
be found anywhere in the New Testament, nor does Church history sup-
port such a view. The Church, however, is built upon the foundation of
the apostles and prophets according to Ephesians 2:20. The authority
that Jesus bestows upon Peter here is related to the conflict with hell -
"The gates of Hell shall not overpower it [the Church]”.

The Keys. To gain some understanding of these verses, we need to in-
quire what Jesus meant by "the keys of the kingdom of heaven." Firstly,
the kingdom of heaven is a phrase that Matthew consistently uses for the
kingdom of God emphasising its spiritual nature rather than an earthly po-
litical kingdom that some were seeking. "My kingdom is not of this world"
said Jesus. He establishes His rule in the hearts and minds of His follow-
ers as they receive the good news preached to them.

Secondly, we need to compare Scripture with Scripture to interpret it.
Revelation 1:18 talks about Jesus having the keys over death and Hades,
but clearly He alone possesses them. In Revelation 3:7, however, there is
a reference to Jesus having "the key of David" and "He opens and no one
will shut, and shuts and no one opens." (These words are almost identical
to the words in Isaiah 22:22 where “authority" is taken from Sheba and
given to Eliakim. The disciples would have been familiar with this usage.)
A result of Jesus having the keys is that He gives the Church of Philadel-
phia an opening for the gospel. What is interesting here is that there is a
similarity to Matthew 16:19 in that the key 'opens' or 'looses' something,
and can 'close' or 'bind' something. Peter, like Eliakim who is described
as God's servant, is receiving authority in some way to open or loose, to
close or bind.

The most fascinating of all the references is Revelation 20:1 where an an-
gel has the key of the abyss and he lays hold of the dragon (Satan), "and
bound him for a thousand years." It is this clear link between the key and



binding Satan which is so interesting. We need to recognise, of course,
that this is a particular act by a specific angel at a special time, namely af-
ter Jesus has destroyed the Antichrist. What it does show, however, is
that the key is linked with binding the powers of darkness.

Binding. It has been common practice to interpret Matthew 16:19 in the
light of the Midrash and other rabbinical writings. They interpret these
words to mean, what you permit (loose) and forbid (bind), but Jesus never
followed exactly rabbinical thought; He even challenged it! We must look,
therefore, to the New Testament itself for the clues of interpretation. We
have already cited the use of keys and seen the links with Satan being
bound. If we compare Matthew 16:19 with Matthew 12:29, we see Jesus
using the word "binding" in a similar way when He says that we need first
to bind the strong man if his (Satan's) household is to be plundered. (It is
worth adding that if we take the rabbinical interpretation, there is not really
much difference in understanding for we see that the strong man must
first be bound—that is 'forbidden' to act.) Jesus had just cast out an evil
spirit from a man. Often a person cannot fully respond to Christ until the
enemy is defeated in the life of the individual.

My main point, however, is that Jesus uses the same terminology in Mat-
thew 12:29 (bind) as He does in Matthew 16:19 which conforms fully with
Revelation 20:1 together with the use of the word key in that same pas-
sage. All three of these passages are in the context of a conflict with the
powers of darkness. From these passages, too, we see that to bind the
enemy is to make him powerless to act! This must surely be part of our
wrestling against principalities and powers, or else we are powerless to
deal with their attacks.

Authority over the Enemy. There is another passage we should take
into consideration as well. When Jesus sent out His disciples, He said:
“Behold I have given you authority to tread upon serpents and scorpions,
and overall the power of the enemy, and nothing shall injure you." (Luke
10:19) Certainly they had been casting out demons, but the wording sug-
gests something more by the words "all the power of the enemy". There
seems to be no limit to the authority which is given.

In Zechariah 3:2, we have recorded the phrase "The Lord rebuke you" be-
ing addressed to Satan. That same phrase is used in Jude 9 when the
archangel Michael addresses Satan. If such authority was given to an an-
gel, and Jesus gives authority to His disciples to tread on serpents and
scorpions (demonic powers) and "all the power of the enemy", is it not
reasonable to suggest that the authority "to rebuke" the enemy is given to

the disciples - even, theoretically Satan? To tread on the enemy means to
put him under our feet as a vanquished foe (see Joshua 10:24). I believe
that this is the case and fully fits in with Matthew 16:19. The only qualifica-
tion I would make is that in our warfare, we do not usually come face to
face with Satan himself, but with deceiving spirits (and other evil spirits),
and even demonic rulers over nations (principalities), so it is rarely, if ever,
that we would address Satan! It is worth bearing in mind too that God often
increases our authority, in dealing with the powers of darkness, as we grow
in maturity. God does not throw babes into the front line of the battle!

Under Authority. This leads to another fundamental question: do all be-
lievers have the right to command the powers of darkness just as they
would like? The answer to that must surely be "No!" Jesus gave His disci-
ples authority over the enemy, but authority, unlike power, means that a
person has to receive orders. The Roman centurion said to Jesus, "l, too,
am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; and l say to this one,
'Go!' and he goes, and to another, 'Come!' and he comes, and to my slave,
'Do this' and he does it." (Matthew 8:9) He had authority because he was
under authority. He could only command his men as he received orders.
He understood that Jesus, likewise, had authority because He was under
authority - God was commanding Him! This is confirmed by several state-
ments similar to the one Jesus makes in John 5:19: "Truly, truly, I say to
you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it is something He sees the
Father doing; for whatever the Father does, these things the Son does in
like manner."

It is interesting that the same principle comes through in the structure of the
Greek in Matthew 16:19. The American Standard Version has accurately
picked up the tenses in that passage by translating it, "Whatever you shall
bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven, and whatever you shall
loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven." In other words, it is
heaven which first takes the initiative. J B Phillips comments on the
"peculiar Greek construction in Matthew 16:19, where Jesus tells Peter that
'what he binds on earth' will be ‘what has been bound' in heaven." He con-
tinues by saying, "There is a world of difference between guaranteeing ce-
lestial endorsement of the Apostle's actions and promising that his actions
guided by the Holy Spirit will be in accordance with the Heavenly pattern!"
In other words Peter would not be given automatic authority to do as he
liked.

There is another very important matter to bear in mind; there are times
when, as part of God's judgement, God gives people over to the powers of
darkness. We are told, concerning King Saul, that "the Spirit of the Lord
departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from God terrorised him." Then, in
Judges 9:23, we see how "God sent an evil spirit between Abimelech and


